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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK MASS 

Bishop: Foundation of faith begins with students 
By Pamela Seal 

Diocese of Lake Charles 
LAKE CHARLES - Something Bishop 

Glen John Provost enjoys most about 
visiting Catholic schools are the students. 
On January 31, 2024, many students in the 
Diocese of Lake Charles had the chance to 
visit him in the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception for a special Mass to celebrate 
the 50th year of National Catholic 
Schools Week. 

Seniors from St. Louis Catholic High 
School and eighth-grade students from the 
other five Catholic schools in the Diocese 
gathered to celebrate the gift of their faith­
based learning. The Mass coincided with the 
Memorial of St. John Bosco, a champion for 
the education of Catholic youth. 

"It is no accident that the Church in 
the United States proclaims this Catholic 
Schools Week;' Bishop Provost said, noting 
that a few days prior (January 28) was the 
feast of St. Thomas Aquinas, the patron of 
Catholic education. 

"The Catholic Church has always 
been dedicated to education;' the bishop 
remarked, turning his thoughts to John 
Henry Cardinal Newman, one of the great 
Catholic minds of the last 500 years in the 
Church's history. 

"Now canonized, Cardinal Newman knew 
there was no true education without first 
addressing the education of the youngest;' 
Bishop Provost said in his homily. 

"Laying a solid foundation in the faith 
and the hearts and minds of young students 
and building up a fertile field in which to 
plant the strongest of seed to yield the most 
creative of harvest is the challenge of Catholic 
education today;' the bishop continued. 

There are 2,301 of those young students 
enrolled in Catholic schools throughout the 
Diocese of Lake Charles. 

Acknowledging the strong faith of people 

in Southwest Louisiana despite the 2020 
hurricanes, Bishop Provost noted that the 
survival of Catholic schools will always 
depend on the faith of the Catholic people 
to sustain them. 

He added that it must be our prayer and 
true effort to not merely keep our Catholic 
schools open but to make them the best 
possible. 

"This will only happen;' the bishop said, "if 
we take up, uncompromisingly, the mantle 
of Catholicism and pass it on to our young. 
We are not a school in search of identity. We 
have an identity. We just need to encourage 
it and bring it to the fore'.' 

Following Mass, Bishop Provost interacted 
with the students by inviting them to ask 
questions, expressing that he likes to know 
what is on their minds. 

• They learned that he enjoys playing the
piano and reading books, with as many as 
3,000 in his personal library. 

• A favorite memory of his own
Catholic education are the teachers who 
challenged him. 

• He didn't hesitate to answer, "Christmas
emotionally;' when asked what his favorite 
liturgical season is. 

• Before going to sleep, he says "good
night" to St. Michael the Archangel, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, St. Teresa of Avila, and St. 
John of the Cross, to name a few. 

• One of his favorite Bible verses -
emphasizing it is hard to choose just one -
comes from the Sermon on the Mount: "Do 
not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow 
will take care of itself. Each day has enough 
troubles of its own. (Matthew 6:34) 

• Most unique church he has seen: the
Sagrada Familia in Barcelona, Spain because 
it is like a Gothic church. 

• He is fluent in French, English, and Italian,
and has studied Greek, Hebrew, Spanish, 
and Latin. 
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2024 Diocesan Students 
of the Year announced 

The Office of Catholic Schools announces the Diocese of Lake Charles 2024 Student of the 

Year winners for elementary, middle, and high school levels. 

Winners are Preston Radde, Grade 12, St. Louis Catholic High School; and Andrew 

Foret, Grade 8, Immaculate Conception Cathedral School, both in Lake Charles; and 

Annslee Miller, Grade 5, Our Lady Immaculate Catholic School in Jennings. 

Preston is the son of Erica Radde; Andrew is the son Dr. Ryan and Elise Foret; and Annslee 

is the daughter of Kayla Monceaux and Greg Miller. 

The winners were chosen from the school level Students of the Year on Friday, January 26, 

at the Chancery of the Roman Catholic Diocese of Lake Charles. They advance to the state 

competition at the University of Holy Cross in New Orleans on Monday, February 26, to 

compete in the Louisiana Catholic Student of the Year Program. 

The competition is open to Catholic schools in the state's seven dioceses - Alexandria, 

Baton Rouge, Houma-Thibodaux, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Shreveport, and the Archdiocese 

of New Orleans. The program is designed to recognize outstanding students in grades 5, 8, 

and 12 who have demonstrated excellence in discipleship, leadership, service, citizenship, 

and academic achievement. 

Other winners at the school level were: 

• Immaculate Conception Cathedral School (Lake Charles): Grade 5 - Cecile "CC"

Devall, daughter of Claude and Abby Devall 

• St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic School (Lake Charles): Grade 8 - Vega Hayes,

daughter of Sara Lindsey and Darrell Hayes; Grade 5 - Grayson Miller, son of Melanie 

Regan 

• Our Lady Immaculate Catholic School (Jennings): Grade 8 - Ella Reed, daughter of

Ryan and Ashlyn Reed 

• Our Lady's Catholic School (Sulphur): Grade 8 - Kiley Spicer, daughter of Scott and

Allyson Spicer; Grade 5 - Abel Findley, son of Dr. Troy and Jessica Findley 

Winners were selected for the Diocesan Student of the Year honor based on academic 

achievement, school organization participation, community service, leadership activities, an 

essay writing assignment, and an interview with a panel of four judges. 
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School representatives joining Bishop Provost on the front steps of 

the Cathedral before the Catholic Schools Week Mass on January 31 

are front row, from left, Ella Reed {OU), Ellie Gage {OLQH), Vega Hayes 

{SMCS), Jack Credeur (OLQH), and Henry Daigle (OLS); second row, 

from left, Sarah Owen (SLCHS); Bishop Provost; Daisyn Lacomb (OLS), 

and Andrew Foret (ICCS); and back row, from left, Logan Biven (SMCS), 

Preston Radde (SLCHS), and Maryanne Authement (SMCS). 

When asked for advice on how to 
resist temptation, he responded, "Prayer 
is important. You must have courage to 
resist temptation. With God's help, you can 
develop habits to choose good over evil:' 

Deacon Stephen Starr assisted the bishop, 

and Rev. Samuel Bond served as master 

of ceremonies. 

At the request of a student, the Q&A 
session ended with Bishop Provost praying 
the Hail Mary in French. 

Always a favorite for the prayerful 

occasion, music was provided by the Saint 

Louis Catholic High School Choir, directed 

by Colette Tanner. 

Concelebrants for the Mass were: 
• Very Rev. Ruben Buller, V.G., Pastor of

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
• Very Rev. Keith Pellerin, V.F., Pastor

of Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic 
Church in Jennings 

• Rev. Andrew DeRouen, Parochial
Vicar of St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic 
Church and Chaplain of St. Louis Catholic 
High School 

Catholic schools in the Diocese of Lake 

Charles - all accredited by Cognia - are 

St. Louis Catholic High School, Immaculate 

Conception Cathedral School, St. Margaret 

of Scotland Catholic School, and Our Lady 

Queen of Heaven Catholic School, all in 

Lake Charles; Our Lady's Catholic School in 

Sulphur; and Our Lady Immaculate Catholic 

School in Jennings. 

DeMolle named 2024-25 principal 
at St. Louis Catholic High School 

LAKE CHARLES 
On January 24, St. Louis 
Catholic High School 
and the Office of Catholic 
Schools announced the 
selection of Kelly Link 
DeMolle as the 2024-2025 
principal. 

Kelly is the wife of 
Maverick DeMolle, and 
together, they are the 
parents of Ella (SLC class 
of 2022), Grace and Gabbie 
(SLC class of 2023) and 
Mallori (SLC class of 2027). 
Kelly has been a life-long 
parishioner of Our Lady 
Queen of Heaven Catholic 
Church and is a St. Louis 
Catholic High School 
alumna of the Class of 1999. 

Mrs. DeMolle began her 
educational career 18 years 
ago as a special education 
teacher at the Calcasieu 
Parish Alternative School. 

She has spent the last 10 
years at Our Lady Queen of 
Heaven School, serving her 
first year as a middle school 
resource teacher and the last 
nine years in a leadership 
role as the Middle School 
Coordinator. 

When asked about 
this new transition, Kelly 
explained, ''As an alumna of 
this remarkable school and 
educator in this growing 
community, I could not be 
more excited to take on this 
new adventure! St. Louis 
Catholic High School is 
a special place. It is more 
than just new building 
plans. There is a spirit about 
this school that cannot be 
explained, only experienced. 
I experienced it as I walked 
these halls as a student and 
as a parent, and I consider 
myself abundantly blessed 
to now be able to experience 

KELLY DEMOLLE 

St. Louis High Principal 

that same spirit of St. Louis 
Catholic High School as the 
new principal:' 

Mrs. DeMolle is a 
graduate of Louisiana State 
University with a bachelor's 
degree in psychology. She 
has obtained a Master's in 
the Art of Teaching with 
a concentration in Special 
Education from McNeese 
State University. 

Shroud of Turin presentation 
planned March 7 in Diocese 

LAKE CHARLES - "Exploring the Mystery of the Shroud of Turin'' will be presented by 
Cheryl H. White, Ph.D., at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, March 7, at St. Louis Catholic High School 
in the Pavilion. Dr. White's presentation is part of the Diocesan Camino of St. Peter Claver 
under way in the Diocese of Lake Charles. 

Dr. White is a professor of history at Louisiana State University at Shreveport, where she 
holds the endowed Hubert Humphreys Professorship. She has had a career-long interest in 
Shroud studies, currently serves on the board of directors of the Shroud of Turin Education 
and Research Association (STERA) and has published and presented original research from 
the Vatican Secret Archives related to the history of the Shroud for international journals 
and conferences. 

Dr. White served as the historical consultant on the Shroud of Turin exhibit developed 
for the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C., and has given numerous presentations 
there, as well as provided internationally live-streamed presentations for the esteemed 
Smithsonian Institution. 

During the summer of 2023, Dr. White led a Shroud catechesis session at World Youth 
Day in Lisbon, Portugal, at the invitation of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops. She appears in a new History Channel documentary and a forthcoming EWTN 
documentary on the Shroud to air in the spring of 2024. 

The Shroud of Turin presentation will be hosted by St. Margaret of Scotland Catholic 
Church and the Diocese of Lake Charles. There is no charge to attend. The pavilion at St. 
Louis Catholic High School is located at the corner of Kirkman and Ninth streets. 
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