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ONE YEAR LATER

Diocese moving forward with hope as it rebuilds from storms

By Pamela Seal
Diocese of Lake Charles

A year ago, the Diocese
of Lake Charles was getting
its first glimpse at the cata-
strophic damage caused by
Hurricane Laura on Aug. 27,
2020. Churches, rectories,
and schools were destroyed.
Nearly one-third of priests
were displaced. Even the
Chancery is still unusable
forcing Fiscal, Tribunal, and
the Bishop’s office to operate
in other locations of the dio-
cese.

From destruction in Cam-
eron Parish, where the storm
made landfall with 150-mph
winds, to the devastating im-
pact it had as far inland as Al-
len and Beauregard parishes,
Laura is the strongest hurri-
cane residents of Louisiana
have seen in their lifetimes.
It is tied with the 1856 “Last
[sland Hurricane” based on
wind speeds.

Within days of the storm,
many priests were celebrat-
ing weekend Masses, a visi-
ble sign of dedication to their
vocation. Bishop Glen John
Provost, who remained in
the Diocese throughout the
storm, officiated at the 9:30
a.m. Sunday liturgy on Aug.
30 in the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception. A week
later in Cameron Parish, he
celebrated an outdoor Mass
at Hackett’s Corner on Sept. 6
for recovery workers and sur-
vivors of Hurricane Laura in
that region.

Three of the coastal par-
ishes — Our Lady Star of
the Sea in Cameron, Sacred
Heart of Jesus in Creole, and
St. Eugene in Grand Chenier
— were destroyed, leaving
those parishioners to share the
parish hall of St. Mary of the
Lake in Big Lake until its own
church can be rebuilt.

The Diocese has made
successful strides in its re-
covery efforts since those
first few days. Father Ruben
J. Buller, Vicar General, who
also serves as Chief of Re-
covery, said the greatest over-
all progress since Hurricane
Laura has been in preparing

for the permanent repairs.

“We had damage at every
parish in the Diocese, some
more significant than oth-
ers,” said Buller, noting over
500 structures with an esti-
mated $135 million in total
damages. “The good news is
that repairs are beginning to
be made. Most, if not all our
priests, are living in a stable
condition at this point. Either
their rectory has been repaired
enough or they have moved to
another location. For those
structures where the outside is
in good shape, we just need to
finish the roofs.”

Christ the King Catholic
Church in Lake Charles and
St. Pius X Catholic Church in
Ragley, have started meeting
with the Baton Rouge-based
firm selected to design their
churches. Early on, Christ the
King was sharing space at Our
Lady Queen of Heaven Parish
until a temporary building
could be set up, just in time
for Christmas Eve Mass.

Three local architecture
firms have been selected to
design new schools: St. Louis
Catholic High School and St.
Margaret of Scotland Catholic
School, both in Lake Charles;
and Our Lady’s School in Sul-
phur.

“Both temporary campus-
es at St. Louis and St. Mar-
garet are operational, and the
temporary campus at Our La-
dy’s School is expected to be
ready for the start of the new
school year,” Buller said. “We
received our first FEMA (Fed-
eral Emergency Management
Agency) grant totaling more
than $2 million as reimburse-
ment for the cost of temporary
classrooms at St. Louis High
School. It’s a beginning.”

Viewing the recovery
through the lens of “One Di-
ocese, One Church,” Father
Buller said that one success in
any area is a success overall.

“We celebrated when our
temporary schools opened.
We celebrated when Christ
the King was able to have
Mass again on their campus,
and we celebrate now that we
have received our first grant,”

he said. “Even though it
might not be a grant for one of
the church parishes, it is still
cause for celebration.”

If not for a second hurri-
cane, an ice storm, and his-
toric flooding within the span
of nine months after Laura,
Father Buller said the Diocese
would be further along.

“Every time we have a
disaster of this nature, we are
set back anywhere from two
weeks to two months because
we have to do all the remedi-
ation work to make sure the
building is still salvageable.
Everything else is put on
hold,” he said.

Four federally declared
weather disasters are just
part of the challenges Father
Buller and the recovery team
have faced in their task of
rebuilding an entire diocese
spanning five civil parishes.

“A big challenge has been
dealing with discouragement,
not only my own, but that of
pastors as well as parishioners
who wish we were further
along with repairs. I think we
all share that same feeling,”
said Buller. “The important
thing is not to lose hope. We
are moving forward.”

Catholic Schools

Of the six Catholic
schools in the Diocese, the
only one that opened imme-
diately after Laura was Our
Lady Immaculate in Jennings.
St. Louis High School was
the first to have its temporary
classrooms in place less than
two weeks after Hurricane
Delta hit on Oct. 9. For sev-
eral months, upper grades at
St. Margaret of Scotland used
the third floor of Immaculate
Conception Cathedral School,
while the lower grades re-
mained on the original St.
Margaret site until the tem-
porary campus was installed.
Our Lady’s School in Sul-
phur utilized a portion of its
main building, and Our Lady
Queen of Heaven students at-
tended on its original campus.

Superintendent  Kimber-
lee Gazzolo sees the tireless
efforts of so many as one of
the biggest accomplishments

Bishop Glen John Provost operates a forklift at Catholic Charities of Southwest
Louisiana on Aug. 28, 2020, to help unload a special delivery of bottled water
donated by the Diocese of Beaumont. Newly installed Bishop David L. Toups from
the Beaumont diocese had his own damages to assess but reached out to his
neighbors to the east in their time of great need.

Bishop Provost shares reflections
one year into recovery

Just a few hours after the
storm, as I surveyed the dam-
ages to the Diocese and our
churches, not to mention the
devastation to the homes and
businesses of the people of
Southwest Louisiana, I had
an overwhelming sense that
we were not alone. God was
and continues to be present in
a remarkable way. I see this in
the faith of our people which
is undimmed by the darkness
of this catastrophe. And, I
experience it in the kindness
and generosity of so many
who are assisting our recov-
ery. While much is left to be
done, we have made great
progress.

A year ago, September 1st,
[ appointed a Recovery Team

to lead us through the rebuild-
ing. Father Ruben Buller,
as the Chief of Recovery,
is doing a splendid job and
service to us all in immea-
surable ways to coordinate
this colossal effort. No one
knows just how difficult this
is. There are so many others:
Ms. Stephanie Rodrigue, the
Director of Temporal Goods;
Ms. Brittney Beale, the Re-
covery Secretary; Sister Mir-
iam MacLean, RSM, and the
staff and workers of Catho-
lic Charities; our dedicated
Deans under the direction of
Monsignor Daniel Torres —
and so many countless oth-
ers, too numerous to name. I
cannot express my gratitude
enough.

Across the nation, gener-
ous donors and volunteers
reached out to us. One anec-
dote will help describe the
Christian vitality we have all
experienced during this last
year. [ visited a church parish
in New Orleans that had been
exceedingly generous to the
Diocese of Lake Charles, not
only in funding but also vol-
unteer work. As I expressed
our deep appreciation to the
pastor in the presence of a
few of his parishioners, one
of them spoke up and said,
“Bishop, we were happy to
do it. We cannot forget what
the people of your area did
for us after Katrina.” Experi-
ences like these are reminders
to me of God’s presence.

Sister Miriam MacLean, RSM, director of Catholic Charities of Southwest
Louisiana, proclaims one of the readings for a special Mass officiated
by Bishop Provost at Hackett’s Corner in Cameron Parish on Sept. 6,
2020. Bishop Provost celebrated the Mass for recovery workers and
hurricane survivors in the coastal parish. It was during this Mass that
His Excellency recited a prayer he composed for the recovery of the
Diocese of Lake Charles in the wake of Hurricane Laura.

Prayer for the Recovery of the Diocese
of Lake Charles after Hurricane Laura

Heavenly Father, Who willed that the fallen hut of David be rebuilt; that Your people
return from exile to repopulate their lands, rebuild Jerusalem and restore the Temple; that
Your Son, Jesus Christ, would be the new temple and that He would build a new Jeru-
salem, firmly set on the twelve apostles of the Lamb; look, Gracious Creator, upon our
devastation now in the Diocese of Lake Charles and along the coast; rouse up in the hearts
of many good and faithful workers the courage, perseverance, and fortitude to bring Your
task to a successful completion, where what is recovered will give Your name glory and
be protected from the onslaught of the Devil; put to flight lethargy of spirit and fortify our
wills so that the good works of Your faithful people will be seen as fulfilling Your work;
grant us understanding, God of all light and reason, so that we will comprehend Your ways
and see in every suffering and tribulation an occasion to embrace Your will and grow in
love for You. Grant, loving Father, through that same Jesus Christ, our Lord, all these
prayers by the intercession of Our Lady Star of the Sea, You, who live and reign in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

The Most Reverend Glen John Provost

Bishop of Lake Charles

On the occasion of Hurricane Laura

August 27, 2020

during the past school year.

“Our school adminis-
trators, teachers, and staff
worked endlessly to get back
into school,” Gazzolo said.
“Even prior to getting back on
campuses, our teachers were
providing virtual instruction
to students and working on
academic gains.”

The impact of two back-
to-back hurricanes did not
come without challenges for
a school system faced with
structural damages on several

campuses.

“Many of our families
were displaced, and our
school personnel worked

hard to make sure we stayed
connected and were back into
the classrooms as quickly as
possible,” said Gazzolo. “The
Office of Catholic Schools is
very grateful for the anon-
ymous donation which es-
tablished the Bishop’s Hur-
ricanes Relief Tuition Fund.
Over $100,000 in grants has
been provided directly to
families — who experienced
damages from the hurricanes
— to assist with tuition costs
for the 2021-2022 school
year.”

The overwhelming devas-
tation left by Hurricane Laura
was a lot to digest in those
first few days, but Gazzolo
said she is thankful for how
quickly everyone gathered to
help assess and clean up dam-
ages.

“l am most grateful for
the sense of community that
we experienced right after the
storms and continue to expe-
rience a year later,” she said.

As Catholic schools begin
the 2021-2022 school year
in the midst of hurricane re-
covery, the superintendent’s
focus is on academics and re-
building.

“Our teachers will be fo-
cused on assessing our stu-
dents, meeting them where
they are, and moving them
forward to meet grade-lev-
el standards,” Gazzolo said.
“Our school leadership teams
are also focused on continu-
ing the repairs of our building
sites. For three of those sites,
the rebuilding is significant,
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and we will be focused on
those operations and plans to
get back to permanent struc-
tures.”

Saint Charles Center

Deacon Brian Soileau had
only been director at both
Saint Charles Center and
Camp Karol in Moss Bluff
less than two months when
Hurricane Laura hit. The
devastation from the storm’s
intensity quickly shifted Soi-
leau’s focus from planning
tranquil retreats to helping
coordinate disaster response
overnight.

Now, on the one-year an-
niversary, Saint Charles Cen-
ter is hosting a weekend re-
treat, “Heroes and Heroines,”
led by Father Andrew DeR-
ouen. He was one of several
priests who found refuge at
Tabor Retreat House for five
months after being displaced
from their rectories.

According to Deacon Soi-
leau, Saint Charles Center is
now 95 percent complete with
reconstruction, and Camp
Karol is at 100 percent. He is
surprised by those numbers
considering what he faced on
Aug. 27 last year.

“When I arrived at the en-
trance of Saint Charles Cen-
ter on the afternoon of the
storm, my heart sank,” Soi-
leau said as he recalled hav-
ing to park his truck on the
side of Highway 378 because
the driveway was blocked
with so many trees. “If you
would have asked me where
we would be a year after the
storm, I would have told you
we are still going to be shut
down.”

Pivoting into survival
mode is second nature for
Soileau after serving many
years in the prison system,
most of it employed at Allen
Correctional Center. He said
the first thing that was obvi-
ous to him and what would
need immediate attention was
the widespread destruction to
the property.

“Over the years, we have
people tell us that the minute
they drive through the gate
at Saint Charles Center, they
feel peace,” Soileau said of
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the nearly 26-year-old site
for spiritual renewal. “Part of
that are the surroundings, the
trees, the wildlife, all those
things that have been here for
so many years. We lost one
of the most beautiful nature
trails behind the Assumption
Chapel. We will never get that
back.”

The loss of the landscape’s
beauty was a critical con-
cern for Soileau. For a retreat
center, he said the landscape
and look of the place sets the
mood for retreatants.

“We are reconfiguring a
lot of the grounds around the
property because of so many
downed trees,” he said. “The
Way of the Cross, for exam-
ple, will have a different route
with some added features so
that when people come back,
there may be some things that
are no longer here that they
are going to miss, but we are
adding some things that will
give them that experience
they are looking for. We are
also making new gardens and
creating new spaces to help
people enjoy their retreat ex-
perience.”

Both retreat locations
proved valuable for the Dio-
cese to continue its ongoing
operations with the Chancery
left uninhabitable for the un-
foreseen future. Katharine
Drexel Conference Center
serves as the temporary Fiscal
office, while the Tribunal staff
carried out its work at Camp
Karol until relocating to Our
Lady Queen of Heaven a few
months ago.

Despite the ongoing chal-
lenges forced upon him by
Hurricane Laura, Soileau said
he is thankful for the oppor-
tunity to become a stronger
director.

“Right out of the gate, I
was faced with the worst-case
scenario anyone could be giv-
en as a director,” he said. “At
this stage of the game, I feel
like if we ever get back to nor-
mal, surely I can handle nor-
mal with more confidence than
ever after all of this chaos.”
(See HURRICANE, next page)
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The Very Rev. Edward Richard, M.S., pastor of Our Lady of Prompt Succor
Catholic Church in Sulphur, shows off his sleeping quarters after Hurricane
Laura kicked him out of the rectory. Father Richard, who also serves as Dean
of the West Deanery, converted the tow-behind mini trailer into a camper to use
as his temporary home under the rectory carport until initial repairs could be

made to the rectory.

HURRICANE

continued from previous page

Catholic Charities

Sister Miriam MacLean,
RSM, executive director
of Catholic Charities of
Southwest Louisiana, was
on the ground running with-
in hours of Laura’s landfall,
and again the day after
Hurricane Delta in October.
Spared of any major dam-
age, the non-profit agency
has been a lifeline keeping
up with the increased needs
of the community.

“Catholic Charities was
a stable presence before the
storms, and we have con-
tinued to be a bright spot
for people during the long-
term recovery,” Sister Mir-
iam said. “As we reach this
one-year mark, I have been
thinking about that imme-
diate response from peo-
ple coming in from every-
where, people’s generosity,
both practically and mon-
etarily. The tremendous
presence in the community
has been a gift.”

As destructive as Hur-
ricane Laura was for so
many, the storm was a turn-
ing point for Catholic Char-
ities to be more effective in
its ministry.

“The storm gave us a
reason to get out to the
five-parish region of South-
west Louisiana and the
Diocese of Lake Charles
by expanding the services
we provide with food dis-
tributions,” Sister Miriam
noted. “In addition to Lake
Charles, Big Lake, and
Creole (before the hurri-
cane), we added sites in
Ragley, Kinder, Elton, De-
Ridder, Jennings, and Vin-
ton. We average assistance
to about 3,000 individuals
per month with more than
85,000 pounds of food.”

In the immediate af-
termath of the hurricanes,
Catholic  Charities  dis-
tributed approximately
800 pallets throughout the
five-parish area. Keeping
things in perspective, one

pallet of food holds any-
where from 800 to 1,100
pounds of food. Prior to the
storms, 200 households per
month were receiving assis-
tance. That number jumped
to 794 households just three
months after the hurricane.

“We are grateful for the
many people, churches, and
businesses who have helped
us, including Second Har-
vest Food Bank, Blue Cross
Blue Shield Foundation of
Louisiana, Cheniere Foun-
dation, Phillips 66, Cen-
terPoint Energy, Hancock
Whitney Bank, Lyondell-
Basell, Stine, and Venture
Global,” said Sister Miri-
am. “Seeing all the volun-
teers, all the generosity, and
all the ways the community
comes together in the after-
math of these devastating
storms has been a tremen-
dous gift and benefit.”

In addition to the regu-
lar distribution of food, and
assistance with utilities,
rent and mortgage pay-
ments, Catholic Charities
has helped pay for roofs,
sent volunteers to do tree

removal, helped with in-
terior work in homes, pur-
chased appliances, and paid
for hotel vouchers for those
with no place to live within
the first couple of months
of the hurricane.

“We have distributed
$527,737 of direct assis-
tance this past year, not
including any money spent
on food, to 2,381 house-
holds,” Sister Miriam not-
ed. “Of the more than half
million spent, over 1,000
people were impacted by
Hurricane Laura, and an-
other 1,000 were impacted
by Hurricane Delta.”

Sister has set a monthly
goal of collecting 10,000
pounds of donated food
to help continue efforts to
feed those impacted by the
disasters. To donate, visit
www.catholicharitiesswla.
com and click on the Do-
nate Now button, or you
may drop off non-perish-
able food items to their
warehouse at 1225 Second
Street in Lake Charles. To
volunteer your time, email
rickard.newman@]lcdiocese.org.

Bishop Glen John Provost paid a visit to Our Lady
Immaculate Catholic School in Jennings on Monday,
Aug. 31, 2020, less than one week after Hurricane

Laura. He was joined by Father Keith Pellerin, pastor of
Our Lady Help of Christians Catholic Church. OLI was
the only school in the Diocese able to open immediately
following the catastrophic storm that made landfall on

Aug. 27.

Bishop’s Statement on
Vaccines and Health Measures

Bishop Provost issued the fol-

lowing statement:

“] remind the faithful of the Dio-
cese of Lake Charles that it is moral-
ly permissible to receive COVID-19
The vaccines from Pfizer
and Moderna are not produced using
materials connected to abortion-de-

vaccines.

rived cell lines,

make use of them in ancillary test-
ing. The vaccines from Johnson and
and AstraZenecaare
duced using material connected to
abortion-derived cell lines and are,
therefore, more morally problematic
The cell lines
in question were created from two
abortions in the 1960s and have since
been replicated in laboratories.
April of 2020, the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops asked
the federal government to ensure the

Johnson

than the alternatives.

production of morally

COVID-19 vaccines. While it is trag-

ic that no option currently available
is entirely free of any connection to

pro-

In

permissible
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of the Diocese,
measures to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 should not be taken light-
ly. Please refer to Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and State of
Louisiana guidelines. In our area, the
current rise in cases has placed an
immense burden on our health care
facilities, our medical professionals,
and on those who suffer from the vi-
us. We must remain diligent in our
prayers for the health and safety of
all and for an end to this contagion.”

abortion, Catholics must know that
the Congregation for the Doctrine of
the Faith and the United States Bish-
ops have affirmed that it is morally

permissible to receive COVID-19
vaccines.

although they did “Furthermore, I remind the faith-
ful, as I have reminded the pastors

that other health

The Most Reverend Glen John Provost
Bishop of Lake Charles

August 27, 2021

LEGION OF MARY CENTENARY

Local curia plans Mass ofThanksglvmg Sept. 7

By Pamela Seal
Diocese of Lake Charles

On September 7, 1921, the
first meeting of the Legion of
Mary — an organization of
Catholic laity — took place
in Dublin, Ireland. Today, the
apostolic association founded
by Frank Duff nearly 100
years ago has spread to 170
countries with six million
members, many of whom are
active in the Diocese of Lake
Charles. The Legion draws
its inspiration from St. Lou-
is Marie de Montfort’s book
True Devotion to Mary.

To celebrate the Centena-
ry of the Legion of Mary, a
Mass of Thanksgiving will be
held at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sep-
tember 7, in the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception
with the Most Reverend Glen
John Provost, Bishop of Lake
Charles, as officiant. The Le-
gion has had a presence in
Southwest Louisiana since
1971.

Currently, parishes with a
Legion of Mary unit, known
as a praesidium, in the Dio-
cese of Lake Charles include
Our Lady of LaSalette and
Our Lady of Prompt Succor,
both in Sulphur; Our Lady of
LaSalette in DeQuincy; St.
Theresa of the Child Jesus in
Carlyss; and Our Lady Help
of Christians in Jennings.

Judy Gregory, of St. There-
sa of the Child Jesus Catholic
Church, said being involved
with the Legion of Mary for
the past 26 years is the only
thing that has helped her live
out her baptismal vows.

“I had been searching for
something. When I joined
the Legion of Mary, I final-
ly found where I belonged,”
Gregory said, “The Legion
teaches you how to evange-
lize. It was the beginning of
my conversion even though I
had been Catholic all my life.
Through the Legion, I began
to understand more about the
Catholic faith. It has brought

To commemorate the Centenerear ofthe Legion of
Mary, members of the local Curia planted a Southern

me closer to God and to
Mary.”

All praesidia have a priest
as a spiritual director, but oth-
erwise the Legion and its offi-
cers are Catholic lay men and
women. Each member prom-
ises to say the daily prayers
(Tessera), attend weekly
meetings, and perform two
hours of apostolic service per
week. The purpose of the ser-
vice is both to help the church
and community as well as
fulfill members’ baptismal
promises by performing Cor-
poral and Spiritual Works of
Mercy.

Kitty Roberts, president of
Our Lady of the Most Holy
Rosary Curia (higher council
for the praesidia in the Dio-
cese) is a parishioner of Our
Lady of LaSalette Catholic
Church in Sulphur. She said
that she knew from her first
meeting 12 years ago that the
Legion would help deepen her
faith and give her opportuni-
ties to learn more about the
Blessed Mother.

“The Legion of Mary is
about each member’s own
personal growth and what we
do to imitate Mary’s virtues.
I wanted to live out those
virtues,” Roberts said. “The
weekly meetings are a time to
reflect on our spirituality.”

Fay Barton, also a parishio-
ner of Our Lady of LaSalette,
had just retired when she
was first invited to a meet-
ing. While not familiar with
the Legion of Mary, she was
curious to learn more about
it. Now, 30 years later, Bar-
ton said she, too, has noticed
a deepening of her Catholic
faith.

“The Legion of Mary is my
life,” Barton said, acknowl-
edging that the promise to at-
tend weekly meetings is a big
commitment. “I know that no
matter was else is going on in
my life, Mary will work it out
for me to get to my meeting,
and she will work it out for me
to do my work for that week.”

Magnolia tree on April 17,2021, in the prayer garden

& | of Our Lady of LaSalette Catholic Church in Sulphur.

The parish has served as the location of Curia
meetings for the past 25 years. Father Andrews

| Kollannoor, M.S., the spiritual director for Our Lady

of the Most Holy Rosary Curia in the Diocese of Lake
Charles, blessed the tree during the dedication.
(Photography credit: Morris LeBleu /| Diocese of

Lake Charles)
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LEGION OF MARY
FOUNDED 7 SEPTEMBER 1921

Some of the apostolic work
carried out by members in-
cludes going out in pairs to
evangelize.

“You never know who
is going to open the door
when visiting people in
their homes,” said Roberts,
“but you feel Mary wrapped
around you. When we give
someone a Miraculous Med-
al of Mary, we put the medal
around their neck. It is a joy
when you see their face as
you put the medal on them.”

The spiritual and social
welfare of every individual
is a priority for the Legion.
Gregory said the more that
members go out to evange-
lize, they begin to get into the
mentality of constantly look-
ing for souls.

“When we go door to door,
we are thinking there might
be somebody in the house
that needs to go to confes-
sion; there might be a fallen
away Catholic in the house,”
she said.

There are two types of
Legion of Mary members —
active and auxiliary. Because
of the time commitment in-
volved in being an active
member, people can still as-
sociate themselves with the
Legion by undertaking a ser-
vice of prayer as an auxiliary
member.

“Auxiliary members are
basically praying members,”
said Gregory. “They com-
mit to praying a daily rosary
and the Tessera. Their daily
prayers put the army behind
the active members who
go out into the community.
Without their prayers, we
would not be successful in
our works.”

In addition to the Mass of
Thanksgiving on September
7, a gathering for past and
present legionaries and their
families is also planned 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday,
September 11, at Our Lady
of Prompt Succor Catholic
Church in Vecchio Hall locat-
ed at 1109 Cypress Street in
Sulphur. Anyone wanting to
learn more about the Legion
of Mary is welcome to attend.

For more information on
the centenary celebration or if
you know someone who was
involved in the Legion at one
time, contact Kitty Roberts
at 337-496-9193. For more
information on the Legion
of Mary, visit https://www.
legionofmary.ie.

Annual Veritas Conference Sept. 25

LAKE CHARLES — The
annual Veritas Conference will
take place on Saturday, Sep-
tember 25, at Our Lady Queen
of Heaven Family Life Center,
3939 Kingston Street, from
8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The one-
day faith formation conference
will feature keynote speaker,
Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers,
along with breakout sessions
on various topics.

Deacon Burke-Sivers
known around the world as
the “Dynamic Deacon” — will
speak on Truth, Freedom, and
the Human Person: Under-
standing Our Life in Christ. He
is a powerful and passionate
evangelist and preacher, whose
no-nonsense approach to liv-
ing and proclaiming the Cath-
olic faith is sure to challenge
and inspire those who hear
him. His areas of expertise in-
clude marriage and family life,
discerning the will of God, the
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sacraments, male spirituality,
pro-life issues, evangelization,
prayer, and many others.
Breakout session  topics
and speakers include: Deacon
Harold Burke-Sivers: Build-
ing a Civilization of Love; Cay
Gibson: Creative Catechist;
Father Michael Beverung:
Confession and the Eucharist;
Father Sam Bond: The Litur-
gy; Father Andy DeRouen:
Architecture and the Eucha-
rist; Sister Mary Benedicta
Maier, RSM: Liturgy of the
Hours; Deacon Brian Soi-
leau: Adoration; and Blaine
and Denise Wyninger: The
Family and Sunday.
Registration fee of $25 is

due by Wednesday, Septem-
ber 1; late registration is $30
after this date, including the
day of the conference. Lunch
is included in the cost. Parents,
teachers, and all adults are
welcome to attend.

Register online at https:/
secure.acceptiva.com/?c-
st=6e8456. If you do not feel
comfortable registering and
paying online, registration
forms are available in the
parishes of the Diocese of
Lake Charles and at the Of-
fice of Religious Education,
411 Iris Street, Lake Charles.
Call 337-439-7400 or email
victoria.walter@lcdiocese.org
for more information.

Labor Day hours
The offices of the Diocese of Lake Charles will
be closed in honor of Labor Day on Monday, Sept.
6. Office hours will revert from the summer Friday
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. back to regular daily
hours - 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
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