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Pope exhorts the youngEaster Sunday VATICAN CITY-- John
Paul II made a Palm Sunday
plea to youth to fearlessly go
"against the current" in pro-
claiming the cross of Christ,
the redeeming salvation for
mankind. Addressing some
30,000 pilgrims gathered in
St. Peter's Square, the Pope
began Holy Week by presid-
ing over a long Eucharistic
celebration. The occasion
was also World Youth Day,
celebrated this year at the
diocesan level. 

"Certainly the message
that the cross communicates
is not easy to understand in
our time, in which material
well-being and comfort are
proposed and sought as pri-
ority values," the Holy Fa-
ther said in a clear voice. 

"But you, dear young peo-
ple, do not be afraid to pro-
claim in every circumstance
the Gospel of the cross. Do
not be afraid to go against
the current!" he exhorted. 

Palm Sunday's ceremony
began with the procession of
palms and olives on a sunny
morning and continued with
the full reading of the pas-
sion of Jesus. 

The Pope dedicated his
homily to explaining, espe-
cially to his young listeners,
this central mystery of Chris-
tianity. 

"Jesus died on the cross
for each one of us," he said.
"The cross is, therefore, the
greatest and most eloquent
sign of his merciful love, the
only sign of salvation for
every generation and for the
whole of humanity." 

The celebration also

marked the 20 years since
young people were entrust-
ed with a cross in Rome --
the birth of World Youth
Days. 

"Since then, the cross has
continued to go across nu-
merous countries, in prepa-
ration for World Youth
Days," the Pope said. 

On Thursday, April 1, in
St. Peter's Square, John Paul
II again entrusted to young
people the World Youth Day
cross he gave them 20 years
ago. Sunday, in Berlin, that
cross was passed on to the
thousands of youths who
gathered at the Brandenburg
Gate and who heard the
Pope's words through a
satellite hookup. The cross
will be taken around Ger-
many in preparation for the
next international-level
World Youth Day, in Cologne
in August 2005. 

During its pilgrimage, it
has gone across the conti-
nents," the Holy Father said
of the cross. "Like a torch
passed from hand to hand, it
has been taken from country
to country; it has become the
luminous sign of the trust
that animates the young gen-
erations of the third millen-
nium." 

At the end of the homily,
the Holy Father repeated
the message he gave 20 years
ago: "To you I entrust the
cross of Christ! Carry it in
the world as the sign of the
Lord Jesus' love for humani-
ty, and proclaim to all that
only in Christ, dead and
risen, is there salvation and
redemption." 
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The Gospel According to Luke
At daybreak on the first day of the week they took the
spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They
found the stone rolled away from the tomb; but when
they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord
Jesus. While they were puzzling over this, behold, two
men in dazzling garments appeared to them. They
were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground.
They said to them, "Why do you seek the living one
among the dead? He is not here, but he has been
raised. Remember what he said to you while he was
still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed
over to sinners and be crucified, and rise on the third
day." And they remembered his words. Then they
returned from the tomb and announced all these
things to the eleven and to all the others.  The women
were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of
James; the others who accompanied them also told
this to the apostles, but their story seemed like
nonsense and they did not believe them. But Peter got
up and ran to the tomb, bent down, and saw the burial
cloths alone; then he went home amazed at what had
happened. Luke 24:1-2

The issue of "same-sex
marriage" has been in the
news almost every day for
the past several months. It is
possible that in the months
or years ahead "same-sex
marriages" may be permit-
ted by civil authorities in
some states in the United
States as is already the case
in Canada and in some
countries in Europe. In our
pluralistic culture this is a
complex issue which pro-
motes heated debate. In this
context two essential teach-
ings of the Catholic Church
must be kept always in
mind. The first is that God is
the creator of every human
being. Every human being
must be treated with respect
and compassion no matter
what their sexual orienta-
tion may be. The second is
that marriage is by its very
nature the union of a man
and a woman. This union ex-
isted before any civil au-
thority and before the
Catholic Church. No matter
what civil laws may be en-
acted, no matter what posi-
tions to the contrary may be
taken by of the religious
communities, the Catholic
Church cannot recognize
any other relationship as
marriage.

Below you will find a
summary of the teachings of
the Catholic Bishops of the
United States on this subject
in a question and answer
format - Between Man and
Woman: Questions and An-
swers About Marriage and
Same Sex Unions.

I hope this might be of as-
sistance to you and to mem-
bers of your family in re-
flecting and praying about
this issue which has pro-
found implications for the
future understanding of the
very nature of the Human
family.

May the Peace and Joy of
Easter be with you and your
family!

Between Man and Woman
A growing movement to-

day favors making those re-
lationships commonly called
same-sex unions the legal
equivalent of marriage. This
situation challenges
Catholics - and all who seek
the truth - to think deeply
about the meaning of mar-
riage, its purposes, and its
value to individuals, fami-
lies, and society. This kind
of reflection, using reason
and faith, is an appropriate
starting point and frame-
work for the current debate.

We, the Catholic bishops
of the United States, offer
here some basic truths to as-

sist people in understanding
Catholic teaching about
marriage and to enable
them to promote marriage
and its sacredness.
1. What is marriage?

Marriage, as instituted by
God, is a faithful, exclusive,
lifelong union of a man and
a woman joined in an inti-
mate community of life and
love. They commit them-
selves completely to each
other and to the wondrous
responsibility of bringing
children into the world and
caring for them. The call to
marriage is woven deeply
into the human spirit. Man
and woman are equal. How-
ever, as created, they are
different from but made for
each other. This comple-
mentarity, including sexual
difference, draws them to-
gether in a mutually loving
union that should be always
open to the procreation of
children (see Catechism of
the Catholic Church [CCC],
nos. 1602-1605).

These truths about mar-
riage are present in the or-
der of nature and can be
perceived by the light of hu-
man reason. They have been
confirmed by divine Revela-
tion inSacredScripture.
2. What does our faith tell us
about marriage?

Marriage comes from the
loving hand of God, who
fashioned both male and fe-
male in the divine image
(see Gn.1:27). A man "leaves
his father and mother and
clings to his wife, and the
two of them become one
body" (Gn.2:24). The man
recognizes the woman
as"bone of my bones and
flesh of my flesh" (Gn.2:23).
God blesses the man and
woman and commands them
to "be fertile and multiply"
(Gn.1:28). Jesus reiterates
these teachings from Gene-
sis, saying, "But from the be-
ginning of creation, 'God
made them male and fe-
male. For this reason a man
shall leave his father and
mother [and be joined to his
wife], and the two shall be-
come one flesh' " (Mk 10:6-8).

These biblical passages
help us to appreciate God'
plan for marriage. It is an
intimate union in which the
spouses give themselves, as
equal persons, completely
and lovingly to one another.
By their mutual gift of self,
they cooperate with God in
bringing children to life and
in caring for them.

Marriage is both a natural
institution and a sacred
union because it is rooted in
the divine plan for creation.

In addition, the Church
teaches that the valid mar-
riage of baptized Christians
is a sacrament - a saving re-
ality. Jesus Christ made
marriage a symbol of his
love for his Church (see Eph
5:25-33). This means that a
sacramental marriage lets
the world see, in human
terms, something of the
faithful, creative, abundant,

and self-emptying love of
Christ. A true marriage in
the Lord with his grace will
bring the spouses to holi-
ness. Their love, manifested
in fidelity, passion, fertility,
generosity, sacrifice, for-
giveness, and healing,
makes known God's love in
their family, communities,
and society. This Christian
meaning confirms and
strengthens the human val-
ue of a marital union (see
CCC, nos. 1612-1617; 1641-
1642).
3.Why can marriage exist
only between a man and a
woman?

The natural structure of
human sexuality makes man
and woman complementary
partners for the transmis-
sion of human life. Only a
union ofmale and female
can express the sexual com-
plementarity willed by God
for marriage. The perma-
nent and exclusive commit-
ment of marriage is the nec-
essary context for the
expression of sexual love in-
tended by God both to serve
the transmission of human
life and to build up the bond
between husband and wife
(see CCC, nos. 1639-1640).

In marriage, husband and
wife give themselves totally
to each other in their mas-
culinity and femininity (see
CCC, no. 1643). They are
equal as human beings but
different as man and
woman, fulfilling each other
through this natural differ-
ence. This unique comple-
mentarity makes possible
the conjugal bond that is the
core of marriage.
4. Why is a same-sex union
not equivalent to a mar-
riage?

For several reasons a
same-sex union contradicts
the nature of marriage: It is

not based on the natural
compelmentarity of male
and female; it cannot coop-
erate with God to create
new life and the natural
purpose of sexual union
cannot be achieved by same-
sex union. Persons in same-
sex unions cannot enter into
a true conjugal union.
Therefore, it is wrong to
equate their relationship to
a marriage.
5. Why is so important to so-
ciety that marriage be pre-
served as the exclusive
union of a man and a
woman?

Across times, cultures,
and very different religious
beliefs, marriage is the
foundation of the family.
The family, in turn, is the
basic unit of society. Thus,
marriage is a personal rela-
tionship with public signifi-
cance.

Marriage is the funda-
mental pattern for male-fe-
male relationships. It con-
tributes to society because it
models the way in which
women and men live inter-
dependently and commit,
for the whole of life, to seek
the good of each other. 

The marital union also
provides the best conditions
for raising children: namely,
the stable, loving relation-
ship of a mother and father
present only in marriage.
The state rightly recognizes
the relationship as a public
institution in its laws be-
cause the relationship
makes a unique and essen-
tial contribution to the com-
mon good.

Laws play an educational
role insofar as they shape
patterns of thought and be-
havior, particularly about
what is socially permissible
and acceptable. In effect,
giving same-sex unions the
legal status of marriage
would grant official public
approval to homosexual ac-
tivity and would treat it as if
it were morally neutral.

When marriage is rede-
fined so as to make other re-
lationships equivalent to it,
the institution of marriage is
devalued and further weak-
ened. The weakening of this
basic institution at all levels
and by various forces has al-
ready exacted too high a so-
cial cost.
6. Does denying marriage to
homosexual persons demon-
strate unjust discrimination
and a lack of respect for
them as persons?

It is not unjust to deny le-
gal status to same-sex
unions because marriage
and same-sex unions are es-

sentially different realities.
In fact, justice requires soci-
ety to do so.

To uphold God's intent
for marriage, in which sexu-
al relations have their prop-
er and exclusive place, is
not to offend the dignity of
homosexual persons. Chris-
tians must give witness to
the whole moral truth and
oppose as immoral both ho-
mosexual acts and unjust
discrimination against ho-
mosexual persons.

The Catechism of the
Catholic Church urges that
homosexual persons "be ac-
cepted with respect, com-
passion, and sensitivity" (no.
2358). It also encourages
chaste friendships. "Chastity
is expressed notably in
friendship with one's neigh-
bor. Whether it develops be-
tween persons of the same
or opposite sex, friendship
represents a great good for
all" (no. 2347).
7. Should persons who live
in same-sex relationships be
entitled to some of the same
social and economic bene-
fits given to married cou-
ples?

The state has an obliga-
tion to promote the family,
which is rooted in marriage.
Therefore, it can justly give
married couples rights and
benefits it does not extend
to others. Ultimately, the
stability and flourishing of
society is dependent on the
stability and flourishing of
healthy family life.

The legal recognition of
marriage, including the ben-
efits associated with it, is
not only about personal
commitment, but also about
the social commitment that
husband and wife make to
the well-being of society. It
would be wrong to redefine
marriage for the sake of pro-
viding benefits to those who
cannot rightfully enter into
marriage.

Some benefits currently
sought by persons in homo-
sexual unions can already
be obtained without regard
to marital status. For exam-
ple, individuals can agree to
own property jointly with
another, and they can gener-
ally designate anyone they
choose to be a beneficiary of
their will or to make health
care decisions in case they
become incompetent.
8. In light of the Church's
teaching about the truth and
beauty of marriage, what
should Catholics do?

There is to be no separa-
tion between one's faith and
life in either public or pri-
vate realms. All Catholics

should act on their beliefs
with a well-formed con-
science based on Sacred
Scripture and Tradition.
They should be a community
of conscience within society.
By their voice and their
vote, they should contribute
to society's welfare and test
its public life by the stan-
dards of right reason and
Gospel truth. Responsible
citizenship is a virtue. Par-
ticipation in the political
process is a moral obliga-
tion. This is particularly ur-
gent in light of the need to
defend marriage and to op-
pose the legalization of
same-sex unions as mar-
riages.

Married couples them-
selves, by the witness of
their faithful, life-giving
love, are the best advocates
for marriage. By their exam-
ple, they are the first teach-
ers of the next generation
about the dignity of mar-
riage and the need to up-
hold it. As leaders of their
family - which the Second
Vatican Council called a "do-
mestic church" (Lumen Gen-
tium,

no. 11) - couples should
bring their gifts as well as
their needs to the larger
Church. There, with the
help of other couples and
their pastors and collabora-
tors, they can strengthen
their commitment and sus-
tain their sacrament over a
lifetime.

Conclusion
Marriage is a basic hu-

man and social institution.
Though it is regulated by
civil laws and church laws,
it did not originate from ei-
ther the church or state, but
from God. Therefore, nei-
ther church nor state can al-
ter the basic meaning and
structure of marriage.

Marriage, whose nature
and purposes are estab-
lished by God, can only be
the union of a man and a
woman and must remain
such in law. In a manner un-
like any other relationship,
marriage makes a unique
and irreplaceable contribu-
tion to the common good of
society, especially through
the procreation and educa-
tion of children. 

The union of husband
and wife becomes, over a
lifetime, a great good for
themselves, their family,
communities, and society.
Marriage is a gift to be cher-
ished and protected.

“Same Sex Marriage”

Bishop
Edward

K.
Braxton


